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Says the Miner ... 


WAKE UP EDMONTON 

It is in all likelihood that a major oil field is on the way to development at Leduc. 
It is also possible that the discovery of this field will lead to the discovery of oil in 
other parts of the Edmonton district. No less than four wells have already been 
brought in, which, whilst controlled as to flow by mechanical means, are designated 
as 1,000 bbls. wells. A refinery and pipelines are now being planned and it is also 
stated that the Imperial will drill 21 additional wells in 1947. Oil minded Calgary 
and Vancouver are the first to realize that Leduc means greater oil production in 
Alberta. Edmonton has hardly awakened to the fact that it is the centre now of an 
oil industry. 

What does such an industry mean to Edmonton? A close home example is Calgary 
with its Turner Valley. Calgary, apart from all else, has been built up on oil 
production. 

Edmonton needs a Stock Exchange today. It needs more than that. It needs 
to wake up and get busy so as to get its share of all the huge benefits that go with 
oil production and operation. 

Years ago Edmonton went “crazy” on southern oil booms. Today it has the real 
thing right at its door. The usual comment one hears on the streets is “the big 
companies have it all.” Maybe they have plenty of chances. They are entitled to 
have them after expending enormous funds in prospecting, but there is still room 
for the other fellow. 

In any case, the influx of an oil population to the district means more business 
for all . . . more work—more government revenue and perhaps an easier tax burden 
made possible by increased royalties. 


Edmonton is a most favored city. A 
brief review shows that in the district it 
serves it has more concrete possibilities 
for business growth and added population, 
than any other city on the American Con¬ 
tinent. Radium ores—the most precious 
mineral of today—'gold in the Yellowknife 
—timber and pulpwood in the Foothills. 
Huge farming areas surrounding it. The 


Alaska Highway. Huge coal deposits. 
Natural gas and oil. A railway centre. Key 
air port on the world routes. Splendid loca¬ 
tion. Growing population. Government 
headquarters. University—and more. Has 
everything, in fact that must justify its bid 
of the future, if not the present, as 
the Key Centre of the West. 
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THE LEDUC OIL FIELD 

By J. L. IRWIN 

Department of Economic Affairs, Alberta Government 


Alberta has once again taken the centre 
of Canada’s industrial stage as a result of 
what is happening in the new Leduc oil 
field. If production continues as it has 
started, the field will become not only of 
great importance provincially and national¬ 
ly but may also be regarded as interna¬ 
tional in scope. 

Since the peak year of 1942, when Al¬ 
berta’s oil production passed the ten mil¬ 
lion barrel mark, a decline has set in. The 
great Turner Valley field which put Al¬ 
berta on the world’s oil map is growing old 
and production has started to drop. With 
the end of the war the totals from Norman 
Wells were sharply reduced with the clos¬ 
ing of the Whitehorse refinery resulting in 
cessation of oil flow to that centre. Oil 
production from the remaining provinces of 
Canada was also declining. 

The great need was for the appearance 
of a second major field. Fields outside the 
Valley were increasing in output but none 
of them came under this heading. Lloyd- 
minster made splendid strides and is still 
enlarging its activities but that too did not 
answer the problem. Now, within the last 
three months, comes Leduc. The field is 
some 18 miles south of Edmonton and 10 
miles west of the town of Leduc. The first 
well came in on February 13th and came 
as a major producer. The discovery be¬ 
longs to the Imperial Oil Company and with 
it the company immediately drilled new 
wells in that area. The territory was “wild¬ 
cat”, unknown. It was thought at the time 
quite possible that several succeeding wells 
might be unproductive until the trend of 
the structure was determined. Instead of 
this happening, however, the first four 
wells, now completed, all proved to be in 
the major production class. Already a 314 
mile front is established. No. 5, an offset 
to No. 1, and only one quarter of a mile 
from the discovery well, would appear to be 
assured of production. 

Production from No. 1 well to May 26th 
totalled 13,939 barrels. From the begin¬ 
ning this has been restricted and is op¬ 
erating at present through a 3-16 inch 
choke. Details of this production follow. 
It will be noted that certain days in each 
month show production shut down. This 


was due to many reasons such as road 
bans caused by bad weather when trans¬ 
portation was impossible, testing or short¬ 
age of railway tankage cars. 

Leduc No. 1 Well Production 

February .4,227 bbl.—15 days 

March .4,860 bbl.—24 days 

April . 707 bbl.— 9 days 

May (to the 26th).4,145 bbl.—22 days 


Totals .13,939 bbl.—70 days 


Approximate average, 200 bbl. per day. 

Co-operation was given by the Leduc 
Municipality which was of real value to 
the company in carrying out operations in 
the field. A gravelled road running west 
from Nisku to the wells is to appear, the 
cost to be borne by the Alberta Govern¬ 
ment, Leduc Municipality and Imperial Oil 
Company equally. In addition to this the 
municipality is improving secondary roads 
in the immediate neighborhood of the wells 
and signs are being put up for the guidance 
of cars. 

The question asked everywhere is 
whether or not this is the second major 
field sought for so long. There is of course, 
only one way to answer it, and that is by 
conducting a drilling programme on a 
noticeable scale. This has already been 
organized by both major and independent 
companies and is to be carried out with¬ 
out delay. 

Before going into further details re¬ 
garding this new field it might be of gen¬ 
eral interest to touch briefly on search for 
oil in virgin teritory and, when discovered, 
its relationship to the economy of the 
country in which it is found. 

As this is an Imperial Oil Company dis¬ 
covery, and as this company has done a 
most extensive job in the search for this 
important product over a period of many 
years, it should be of interest to present 
their activities in this particular as an ex¬ 
ample. 

The search has been continued by them 
since 1917—a slow, difficult and costly 
business. Exploration and test drilling has 
added up to a cost total of $23,000,000. Ex¬ 
ploratory drilling has been done in the 
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case of 182 wells and a total depth of 170 
miles has been drilled. Outside of Turner 
Valley and Norman Wells, Leduc represents 
the first promise of success. 


Slightly less than one half of the 
geological work and approximately one- 
third of all seismograph work has been 
done by them. At present the company 
has eight geological parties, four seismo¬ 
graph units and one gravity metre party 
in operation. Costs for this side of the 
work are heavy too, for it takes $15,000 
a month to operate a seismograph party, 
and $1,500 to $2,000 a month for a geo¬ 
logical party. Drilling costs range all the 
way from $7 a foot on the plains to $50 a 
foot in the deep foothills wells. 

About 15 major and independent com¬ 
panies are now exploring for oil, and ex¬ 
ploration in this respect is at its highest 
peak in the industry of Canada. The rea¬ 
son for this activity is that Canada has a 
definite oil supply problem. Roughly, only 
10 per cent of our oil requirements are 
produced in the Dominion. Due to re¬ 
moteness of many parts of the prairies 
area from adequate supplies of crude oil, 
very heavy transportation costs appear. 
Last year for instance only 14 million out 
of Saskatchewan’s total requirements of 
203 million gallons of crude oil came from 
domestic fields. The balance came in from 
the U.S.A. by tank car over distances rang¬ 
ing from 500 to 2,100 miles. The result 


Upper right: Hon. N. E. Tanner, Minister of Lands, Alberta Government, turns the 
first oil from the new field into awaiting tanks. Also in picture are Vern Taylor, 
operatons manager and Walker Taylor, western production manager. Imperial 
Oil Limited. 

Lower left: Gas and oil pressure blowing mud and water into the pit as weight of 
drilling mud is lightened and Imperial Leduc No. 1 is ready to operate itself. 

Left: Happy faces as S. R. Stevens, Imperial Oil marketing manager for Alberta, 
Mayor H. D. Ainlay of Edmonton and Vern Taylor enthuse over Leduc’s 
possibilities. 
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was that freight rates, which averaged 
about 1 V 2 C per gallon when Turner Valley 
supplied this area, rose to as high as 6.13c 
per gallon with an average of 5.43c. 

The Leduc development has already 
made a noticeable impression throughout 
Canada. The president of the Imperial Oil, 
Mr. H. H. Hewetson stated in a radio ad¬ 
dress that if a major field materialized at 
Leduc it would benefit all segments of the 
national economy. Its significance, he 
pointed out, would mean an enlargement of 
the national income and when production 
reached a sufficient level it would make 
possible reductions in costs of products to 
prairie customers. This in turn would 
lower agricultural production costs. 

Mr. Hewetson stated that the policy of 
his company would be to develop produc¬ 
tion at Leduc with all possible speed while 
still carrying on exploratory work else¬ 
where. 

Other exploratory drilling being carried 
out by the company at present includes the 
well at the Muskeg anticline, about 200 
miles north west of Edmonton between En¬ 
trance and Grande Prairie. Five com¬ 
panies in all will share in the expense of 
this which will be considerable, and is ex¬ 
pected to exceed $1,000,000. It will prob¬ 
ably take about two years to complete on 
account of its remoteness. The other four 
companies, are Shell, McColl-Frontenac 
Socony Vacuum Exploration Co., and Gulf 
Research and Development Co. Other wells 
of the Imperial Oil company in “wild-cat” 
areas either started or about to start are 
Morinville, now down to 2,710 feet, Looma, 
10 miles east and north of Leduc, Battle 
Lake adjoining Pigeon Lake west of We- 
taskiwin, and twaddle River, 9 miles south 
and one mile west of Mayerthorpe on the 
railway line to Whitecourt, north-west of 
Edmonton. 

Details surrounding Imperial Leduc No. 
1 well as a major oil producer are given in 
the 1946 Alberta Oil Review. As stated, it 
came into production on February 13th. On 
May 21st, Nos. 2 and 3 wells were brought 
into production, No. 2 at six in the morn¬ 
ing and the No. 3 at six in the evening. 
To bring in two major producing wells in 
the same field and on the same day con¬ 
stitutes a record in Alberta’s oil history. 
No. 2 encountered salt water below the 
porous production zone. This of course had 
to be plugged off before bringing in the 


well. Both 2 and 3 on encountering the 
same zone as No. 1 well found only slight 
porosity and went deeper, striking their 
production in a new zone where the poros¬ 
ity was more noticeable. No. 2 was com¬ 
pleted at 5,410 feet, No. 3 at 5,313, and No. 
4, which was completed on May 30th, at 
5,352. No. 5 is at 3,638 (May30) and is 
expected to approach completion within ap¬ 
proximately the next 1,200 feet. No. 6 will 
begin drilling after completion of No. 4, 
using 4’s derrick. Sites of the six wells 
are as follows: 


Leduc 

No. 1—Lsd. 5, 

Sec. 

22, 

T50, 

R26W4. 





Leduc 

No. 2—Lsd. 1, 

Sec. 

16, 

T50, 

R26W4. 

1 . 

Approximately 1 mile SW. of No. 

Leduc 

No. 3—Lsd. 10, 

Sec. 

26, 

T50, 

R26W4. 

Approximately 2 

miles 

; NE. of 

No. 1. 





Leduc 

No. 4, Lsd. 16, 

Sec. 

15, 

T50, 


R26W4. Approximately 2 miles S. of No. 1. 

Leduc No. 5—Lsd. 8, Sec. 21, T50, 
R26W4. Approximately 1 mile W. of No. 
1 . 

Leduc No. 6—Lsd. 1, Sec. 22, T50, 
R26W4. Approximately % of a mile E. 
and Vi of a mile S. of No. 1 and % of a 
mile due N. of No. 4. 

The above list are all Imperial Oil wells. 
In addition to these Leduc West, Globe and 
other independent companies are complet¬ 
ing or have completed arangements for a 
drilling programme in this new and most 
promising field. 

There are many attractive features of the 
Leduc oil field. One is its accessibility 
to a railway and a main highway with 
Leduc only ten miles distant and Edmon¬ 
ton eighteen. If it develops sufficiently, it 
is presumed that pipe-lines will be laid to 
a refinery. With this short mileage they 
should present no problem. Production 
depths around 5,000 feet represent another 
encouraging factor in comparison with 
deeper fields. -Drilling time is only from 
about two to three months and drilling 
problems do not appear to be outstanding. 
In addition to major volume of production 
is the apparent excellent quality of the oil 
produced. Gravity runs from 35° to 38° 
and even higher. Preliminary reports 
would seem to indicate a “sweet” oil free 
of sulphur. If a major oil field comes into 
being at Leduc, Edmonton should develop 
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$50,000,000 FOR OIL 
DEVELOPMENT IN ALBERTA 


According to announcement by the 
President of the Imperial Oil Limited the 
company is contemplating an expenditure 
of at least $50,000,000 in its program for 
developing the oil deposits of Alberta. It 
is stated that this program is dependent on 
conditions being favorable—both as regards 
future drilling success and equitable gov¬ 
ernment regulations. 


AN OIL REFINERY 
FOR EDMONTON 

The result of the success attending the 


bringing in of the Leduc oil field has re¬ 
sulted in the Imperial Oil Limited ob¬ 
taining a site for the erection of an oil 
refinery at Clover Bar near Edmonton. 


WETASKIWIN LOOKS GOOD 

It is stated that drilling being carried on 
in the Wetaskiwin district by MeColl Fron- 
tenac is showing slight oil porosity. The 
well is now down to 4,614 feet and it is 
stated that present indications are en¬ 
couraging. 


into an oil city with all that this implies in 
the establishment of subsidiary industries 
dealing in oil well supplies and also with 
the construction of refineries. These fac¬ 
tors, all of which may materialize, are of 
considerable importance to Alberta’s 
economy. 

Before the year is out it is possible 
that markers will have become established 
to outline at least in a general way, the 
boundaries of the productive area of the 
field. It is too soon as yet to even guess 
at it but with the completion of all the 
wells that are now preparing to drill, some 
valuable information covering this will 
have been secured. 

A vast productive oil area may lie 
beneath Alberta’s surface awaiting dis¬ 
covery. That is the belief of many geolo¬ 
gists. If this is so, the ninety million bar¬ 
rels of oil recovered in the past 32 year 
period may even fade into insignificance 
in comparison with recoveries of the fu¬ 
ture. The proof of it all can come only 
from the drill. In the meantime, after 
many disappointments, Alberta’s oil in¬ 
dustry is once more in the ascendant. 
There is not only hope of halting the pro¬ 
duction decline of recent years but also 
hope of improving eventually on the 
status we reached in our peak year of 1942. 
The passing of a few months will tell 
much of the story. 


LATEST DRILLING DEPTHS 

Imperial Oil reports states No. 5 well in 
Calmar Leduc section is down to 4,199 feet. 


Looma well is at 4,227 feet. Morinville well 
at 4,024 feet. Paddle River at 3,143 feet. 
Muskeg 2,839 feet. Battle Lake 647 feet. 
No. 6 Leduc 3,744 feet. No. 7 Leduc 2,295 
feet and Leduc No. 8, 381 feet. 

With the exception of the Leduc wells, 
the other operations are spread over a wide 
area. 


Bill of Rights ... 

Alberta 

Alberta’s Bill of Rights has received a 
family washing at the hands of the Privy 
Council to which the Alberta Government 
appealed the ultra vires verdict brought 
down by the Canadian courts. This $600 
a year promise is evidently just another 
Social Credit “carrot” held in front of the 
nose of the Alberta “donkey” to sustain 
this Utopian promising government in of¬ 
fice. Is it not about time that Alberta 
citizens awakened to the fact that there 
are some things its government cannot do. 
Many a man has gone through the early 
phases of financing in the shape of trying 
to borrow money. He has spent much time 
making the round of various borrowing con¬ 
cerns, only to find that if he had expended 
the same time working he would have had 
no need to try to borrow credit. The Al¬ 
berta government might do the same, 
namely get down to the work of encourag¬ 
ing production instead of making Alberta 
the laughing stock of the financial world. 


The Three R’s. At 25 Romance; at 45 
Rent; at 65 Rheumatism. 
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Gold—Canada’s Lifeline 

If indications read aright it will be only 
a question of a few years when Canada 
will have to fight real and earnest compe¬ 
tition to hold its present markets in agri¬ 
cultural and industrial products. We can 
all be assured that $2.25 a bushel wheat 
will not last for many years anymore than 
it did directly after the end of World War 
1. At that time it taught nations that 
importing wheat they could not afford to 
buy was foolish. So they grew their own, 
with the result that Canada had huge sur¬ 
plus of this product and farmers got little 
or nothing for their efforts in producing it. 

People say things are different today. 
In what way, might well be asked? It is 
true that a depreciated currency all over 
the world has brought “higher prices” but 
that does not mean anything when operat¬ 
ing and other costs rise accordingly. 

Canada has built up a tremendous manu¬ 
facturing industry during the war years. 
It is an industry which even today has to 
compete as regards exports with all kinds 
of currency obstructions, and cheaper pro¬ 
duction. It has not the home market of 
sufficient size to enable it to meet world 
competitive prices by charging more at 
home than obtained abroad for the same 
articles. It is of course amply protected 
in the home market by high tariffs, which 
have enabled manufacturers to become rich 
at the expense of the Canadian consumer, 
but it must face, very shortly, strenuous 
competition abroad. 

We can therefore plainly see the writing 
on the wall. Whilst the present good times 
in agriculture and industry may continue 
for a year or two, there will come the day 
when Canada will not be able to sell at 
competitive prices in world markets. What 
will happen then? 

No government can continue to spend 
money the way governments are expend¬ 
ing it today. Every dollar so expended 
has to come out of taxation and it is only 
a question of time when either a retrench¬ 
ment occurs as regards public expenditures 
or inflation and the printing press arrives 
on the scene as it has already done in other 
countries. Canada, it is true can continue 
to persuade its residents to accept paper, 
but it cannot persuade foreign nations to 
do the same. 

This is where gold steps into the picture 


as the lifeline which can see Canada safe 
and sound when the crisis occurs. It has 
the gold in huge quantities at present un¬ 
mined. It has produced nearly three billion 
dollars worth of gold from Confederation 
to the end of 1946. It is capable of pro¬ 
ducing still more billions in coming years 
if the industry receives the encouragement 
it is entitled to. The re verse has been the 
case up to the present. Instead of encourag¬ 
ing gold production by a rising valuation, 
the Dominion government has reduced the 
price some $3.50 an ounce. It has restrict¬ 
ed the market for saleable gold by the pro¬ 
ducer. It has used gold produced to balance 
its international trade, especially that be¬ 
tween it and the U.S. The free production 
of gold is a must in future Canadian indus¬ 
try. It is the only medium of exchange 
that has no competition. It is the only 
medium of exchange that all nations will 
accept and Canada is fortunate in having 
it in quantity even if it is not yet mined. 

An increase in the value of gold would 
bring hundreds of mines into existence 
with resulting increase in funds available 
for international settlement . . . 


AD ASTRA MINERALS LIMITED 

Ad Astra Minerals Limited is offering 
300,000 shares of stock at 25c per share. 
Net proceeds to be expended on developing 
and diamond drilling its properties. It 
owns 60 claims, well distributed it is stated, 
over the Yellowknife field, selected by ex¬ 
perienced prospectors. It is an airforce 
company as all the directors are former 
members of the RCAF. The company states 
that there are no promotion fees, no pro¬ 
moter’s options, no promotion bonus and 
no watered stock. All funds, less broker’s 
commissions and cost of incorporation are 
thus made available for field work. In ad¬ 
dition no cash was paid for the properties 
the company holds. All shares issued for 
the same are held in escrow ... Ad Astra 
Minerals Edmonton office is at 828 Tegler 
Building, Edmonton. 


He went to buy a brassiere for his wife. 
He did not know the size. The friendly 
clerk tried to help him out. 

“Are they about the size of grape fruit?” 
she asked. 

“No, smaller,” was the reply. 

“Then how about eggs?” said the clerk. 
“Yeah,” he replied, “fried.” 
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Tantalum and Beryllium Prices Increase 


There has been a remarkable increase in 
the price of beryl and a strong demand 
for tantalite-Columbite has featured east¬ 
ern mineral markets recently, states Mr. 
G. De Staffany, president of De Staffany 
Tantalum, Beryllium Mines Limited, who 
has just returned from a visit to eastern 
mining centres, including Montreal and 
New York. He states the increase is 
mainly due to new uses for these rare 
minerals and the accumulation of stock 
piles of the same. The price of beryllium 
has increased to $18.00 per unit. Tantalum 
is now quoted at around $160 per kilogram 

i and Columbium $560.00 per kilogram. 
Much interest, he stated, is being shown in 
the development of the Great Slave Lake 
deposits of these minerals as the field is 
now looked upon as being the main source 
of supply of these minerals for industrial 
and other uses. 

The American Tantalum Refining and 
Mining Company has established a refinery 

I at Edmonton for the purpose of treating 
concentrates from the Great Slave Lake 
field. This plant, which is under the 
able management of Dr. D. Gardiner, an 

I international authority on the treatment of 
these metals, is most up to date and equip¬ 
ped with everything that is required for 
the economical and speedy treatment of 

I the ore. Some of the first concentrates to 
be put through the process were from the 
De Staffany property and according to re¬ 
finery reports the contents were of ex¬ 
cellent quality as to tantalum content. This 
plant has been established mainly for the 
treating of ores from the Yellowknife 
District. 

During the 1946 season in the North, 
further development has considerably ex¬ 
tended the possibilities of obtaining great¬ 
er production from the company’s prop¬ 
erties, states Mr. De Staffany. These prop¬ 
erties are situated on the north-east shore 
of Great Slave Lake. The company ex¬ 
pects to have a considerable tonnage of 
tantalite concentrates for shipment to Ed¬ 
monton from its 25-ton daily mill situated 
on the Moose pegmatite dyke No. 2 during 
the 1947 season. 

In addition four more claims, Ramona 1 
to 4, have been staked for the company, 
making a total of 25 mineral claims. 

The Ramona claims are situate about 30 


miles northwest of the mill and include a 
pegmatite body which strikes north 80 per 
cent west, and is conformable with the bed¬ 
ding in the enclosing nodular greywaeke of 
the Yellowknife group. Its outcrop is 
nearly 400 feet long and 12 to 55 feet wide 
with an average width of about 25 feet. 
Both ends are covered with overburden. 

Spodumene is the most abundant min¬ 
eral, occurring principally in crystals rang¬ 
ing from 1 foot to 10 feet in length and 
comprising about 30 per cent of the peg¬ 
matite, estimated to contain 750 tons of 
spodumene to the vertical foot. A five 
pound chip sample collected throughout the 
dyke analysed 5.70 per cent lithium oxide. 

Beryl, amblygonite, and lithiophilite oc¬ 
cur in minor amounts. 

Tantalite was observed throughout the 
dyke, although litchen prevented close 
search. Only large-scale bulk sampling can 
determine the amount per ton. Specific 
gravity determinations on seven large 
samples averaged 6.76. 

Mr. De Staffany states in connection with 
gold, that it is common gossip on Wall 
Street that there is to be an increase in 
the price of gold in the near future. He 
says, that it is expected that it will be in¬ 
creased to at least $50 per ounce from the 
present price of $35 an ounce. 


The Tantalum Refinery 

It is announced that the Tantalum Re¬ 
finery recently established in Edmonton 
for the treatment of tantalum ores from 
Great Slave Lake is to be closed for three 
months. This plant was recently com¬ 
pleted under the supervision of Dr. D. 
Gardiner, the technical adviser to the Tan¬ 
talum Mining and Refining Corporation. 

Up to the present time, the work carried 
on at the plant has been more or less on a 
testing basis with a limited amount of 
tantalum concentrates being worked on. 
The smelting and recovery process is 
electrical and most successful according to 
reports. The plant is now perhops being 
temporarily closed for the purpose of get¬ 
ting concentrates, treated at the Ross Lake 
Mill, in proper form for refining purposes. 
It is stated that the process followed there 
has to be rearranged to get the best results. 

Dr. J. F. Wright, Canadian Geologist and 
a director of the corporation is now taking 
over from Dr. D. Gardiner. 
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Modern Hotel Service 
North of 53 . . . 

The new Yellowknife Hotel, now known 
as the Ingraham Hotel, has just been of¬ 
ficially opened. Old timers in the Yellow¬ 
knife, when they remember the old days 
when the most comfortable accommodation 
was a sleeping bag on the floor have now 
a most modern and up-to-date hotel with 
almost every modern hotel convenience. 
Needless to say the sponsor of this real 
asset to the Yellowknife is Vic Ingraham. 

Vic, already had a hotel in the Yellow¬ 
knife and a good one at that, but he is 
never content and as Yellowknife goes 
ahead so does Vic Ingraham. He keeps 
just one step ahead. The new hotel was 
declared open at a banquet held in its 
splendid dining room and not only was 
Yellowknife present at this opening but 
many more from Toronto and Edmonton. 
Mayor H. D. Ainlay of Edmonton was the 
principal speaker and many other Edmon¬ 
ton business men were also present having 
flown from Edmonton to attend the cele¬ 
bration. 

From all reports there was a good time 
had by all and so the Yellowknife has pass¬ 
ed along another milestone. The newcomer 
need no longer bunk down in the old sleep¬ 
ing bag as in by-gone days. He can get 
a meal equal to any in the land. He can 
also see the Yellowknife mines and op¬ 
portunities in comfort. 

“Vic” as all northerners call him, also has 
other things coming up. He has visualized 
a telephone service for the Yellowknife. A 
company is now being formed and that is 
on the way. He is interested in many 
other northern projects and after many 
years in the North still considers the North 
as being the most favored spot in Canada 
when it comes to real opportunity. The 
hotel was built under contract by J. A. 
Buchanan, well known Edmonton and 
Yellowknife Engineer. His daughter, Mrs. 
A. E. Simpson, a graduate in architecture 
at the University of Alberta designed it in 
collaboration with Vic Ingraham. The 
dining room at the hotel is under the man¬ 
agement of J. F. McDonald. Edmonton 
houses furnishing supplies for the new 
hotel were Pilkington Glass, Northern 
Electric Co., Hayward’s Lumber Co. Ltd., 
Edmonton Paint and Glass Co., Blowey 
Henry Limited, Lockerbie and Hole Limit¬ 
ed, Kingsway Lumber Co. Ltd. and others. 
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Yellowknife Administrative District 
Annual Report for 1946 

The Local Trustee Board of the Yellowknife Administrative District has recently 
issued its report on the District’s administration for the year 1946. It shows a total 
assessment of the town and mines to be $3,079,850. Revenues from all sources 
amounted to $49,263.83 plus accounts receivable of $16,211.33. Expenditures amounted 
to $46,342.23, to which has been added accounts payable $8,220.61 and reserve for un- 
collectdable accounts $10,912.32. 126 building permits were issued—valeue $438,450. 


Assessment 


Following are particulars of the 1946 
assessment: 


Land 

Town 

163,210 

Mines 

Total 

163,210 

Improve- 

ments 

498,515 

947,502 

1,446.017 

Personal 

property 

803,250 

667,373 

1,470,623 

Total 

1,464,975 

1,614,875 

3,079,850 

Land was 

assessed 

at 100 per 

cent of 


value, improvements and personal property 
at 60 per cent of value. 

Revenue Other than Taxes 

Beer Tax: 25 cents per case was paid to 
the district on beer sold in licensed 
premises. The amount received during the 
year was $6,652.00. 

Grant from Administration: The Admin¬ 
istration of the Northwest Territories made 
a grant to the district for the purchase of 
trucks in the sum of $6,000.00. 

Business Licenses: 132 business licences 
were issued during the year. The amount 
received therefor was $2,814.00. 

Electrical Permits: The amount received 
for electrical permits during the year was 
$215.00. 

Dog Licenses: The amount received for 
dog licences during the year for $71.00. 

Fines: The amount received in fines for 
infractions of district by-laws during the 
year was $14.50. 

Tax Receipts 

Current Taxes: Taxes were levied for 
general municipal purposes at 4 mills to 
yield $12,455.56 and for school purposes at 
7!4 mills to yield $23,100.02; a total of $35,- 
555.58. Of these $30,390.14 (85.47 per 
cen) was collected during the year. 

Arrears of Taxes: Taxes (and penalties 
thereon) levied prior to 1946 and unpaid at 
the beginning of the year were $2,849.98. 
Of these $2,543.19 was collected during the 
year. 


Poll Tax: Arrears of poll tax, levied prior 
to 1946 and unpaid at the beginning of the 
year were $582,010. A poll tax of $2.00 was 
levied during the year on 845 persons, to 
yield $1,690.00. Of these $564.00 was col¬ 
lected during the year. 


Summary of Receipts 

Beer Tax .$ 6,652.00 

Grant from Administration . 6,000.00 

Business Licences . 2,814.00 

Electrical Permits . 215.00 

Dog Licences . 71.00 

Fines . 14.50 

Current Taxes . 30,390.14 

Arrears of Taxes . 2,543.19 

Poll Tax . 564.00 


Total .$49,263.83 


During the year the Department of Mines 
and Resources expended approximately 
$430,000 on the development of the Dis¬ 
trict: 

Roads 

Approximately $81,000 was spent on 
roads with the advice and assistance of 
resident engineers of the Department of 
Public Works, the principal items being the 
Giant Road ($13,500), the Crestaurium 
Road ($18,500) and townsite roads 
($49,000). 

Docks 

Approximately $100,000 was spent on the 
development of dock facilities, to provide 
300 feet of dock space with a minimum 
depth at dockside of 7 feet for barges and 
ships engaged in trans-lake shipping and 
for aircraft. This work was executed by 
engineers of the Department of Public 
Works. 

Airport 

Approximately $250,000 was spent on a 
second runway for the airport. This work 
was executed by engineers of the Depart¬ 
ment of Transport. Yellowknife airport 
now has two airstrips 300 feet wide and 
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3,000 feet long and provides adequate land¬ 
ing facilities for land planes of any size in 
both summer and winter. During the year 
the airport approach road was completed 
and a radio range beacon for the guidance 
of aircraft was installed by engineers of 
the Department of Transport. 

Water and Sewer System 

Preliminary work was completed on the 
proposed sewer and water system which is 
to be built by the Department of Mines and 
Resources in 1947 at a total cost of ap- 
promimately one million dollars. Tempor¬ 
ary surface lines for water supply for the 
new townsite were laid during the year. 
During the year Mr. Allyn Richardson, 
senior sanitary engineer of the Department 
of Health and National Welfare made ex¬ 
tended visits to Yellowknife to investigate 
the sanitation problem in the old townsite. 
As a result of his recommendations ade¬ 
quate standards of sanitation were es¬ 
tablished. 

Hospital 

Arrangements were completed during the 
year for the construction of a 40 bed hos¬ 
pital in 1947 at a cost of $200,00 of which 
approximately $67,000 is to be contributed 
by the Administration of the Northwest 
Territories. 

School 

Arrangements were completed for the 
construction during 1947 of a consolidated 
school. The cost of the school, $150,000, 
is being contributed by the Administration 
of the Northwest Territories. 

Parks 

The following parks were established: 

1. Franklin Park: Comprising block 70 
lying at junction of Franklin Road and 
West Bay Road. 

2. Petitot Park: Comprising blocks 52 
and 53, adjoining the site of the proposed 
hospital, on the shore of Sand Lake. 

3. McNiven Park: Comprising the draw 
between Franklin Road and Sand Lake at 
the south end of the lake. McNiven Park 
includes a level area suitable for a baseball 
diamond and sports ground, a sheltered 
well-treed area suitable for picnicking, and 
an excellent bathing beach. It lies ap¬ 
proximately 2,200 feet from the townsite 
southwest along Franklin Road. 

Cemetery 

A new cemetery was surveyed and 


brought into use, lying in a level, sandy 
well-treed draw between the Airport Road 
and Stock Lake, approximately 3 miles 
from the townsite. It contains 500 plots. 
Six interments were made in the new 
cemetery during the year. 

Roads 

Airport Road: The road to the airport 
at Long Lake was completed. Its length 
is 4.3 miles, measured from the intersec¬ 
tion of Franklin Road and West Bay Road. 
It is gravelled, with a driving surface 24 
feet wide. 

Radio Range Road: The road to the 
Radio Range station was graded. Its length 
is approximately 3 miles, measured from 
Airport Road. It is passable in dry 
weather but still requires to be surfaced 
for all-weather use. 

Giant Road: The road from the townsite 
to the Giant mine was completed. Its 
length is 3.5 miles. It is gravelled. The 
northern half has a driving surface 20 feet 
wide; the southern half has a driving sur¬ 
face 14 feet wide. In addition, the road 
from Giant No. 1 shaft north to Giant No. 
2 shaft was completed. It is 1.5 miles in 
length. It is gravelled, and has a driving 
surface 20 feet wide. 

Crestaurum Road: A road was built from 
Giant No. 2 shaft to Crestaurum Mine. It 
is 7.3 miles in length and provides access 
to a number of mining camps, including 
Akaitcho and Lynx. The southern five 
miles has been surfaced with gravel. The 
entire road is useable in all weather. The 
southern 5.5 miles has a driving surface 
varying from 14 to 20 feet wide; the nor¬ 
thern 1.8 miles, which is built between rock 
outcrops and in narrow passes, has a driv¬ 
ing surface varying from 8 to 10 feet wide, 
and is difficult for automobiles with low 
clearance. 

New Townsite: Five miles of road was 
built within the townsite. Of these, two 
miles still require to be surfaced with 
muck and gravel and two miles with gravel 
only. 

There are now approximately 37.1 miles 
of roads within the district. 

Scavenger System. 

As at the end of the year 240 premises 
were receiving scavenger service at a slid¬ 
ing scale running from $4.00 a month for 
householders to $25.00 a month for large 
commercial consumers. 

The cost to the district of rendering 


15 



scavenger service during the year was $12,- 
296.05. The charges made to consumers 
totalled $14,225.50 against which deduc¬ 
tions for defective service were allowed in 
the total sum of $869.17 leaving net charges 
to the consumers in the sum of $13,356.33. 
The operating profit for the year on the 
scavenger service was $1,060.28. 

Scavenger accounts receivable at the be¬ 
ginning of the year totalled $1,619.59. Net 
scavenger accounts charged during the 
year totalled $13,356.33. Scavenger ac¬ 
counts paid during the year totalled $11,- 
394.37. Scavenger accounts receivable at 
the end of the year totalled $3,581.55. 

Sewer System 

Preliminary work was done during the 
summer by the Department of Public 
Works, comprising drainage, trenching and 
surveying for the sewer and water system 
for the new townsite which is to be con¬ 
structed during 1947. 

Water System 

During the summer months water was 
supplied to residents in the old townsite 
over a system of surface lines totalling 
4,000 feet in length. During the summer a 
similar system was constructed by the De¬ 
partment of Public Works to serve the new 
townsite in 1947. 

During the winter months water was 
supplied to residents by a tank system of 
delivery. 

The cost to the district of supplying resi¬ 
dents with water during the year was 
$8,890.40. The fees charged during the 
year totalled $7,276.50. The operating loss 
for the year on the water service was 
$1,613.90. 

Water accounts receivable at the begin¬ 
ning of the year totalled $568.75. The 
water accounts charged during the year 
totalled $7,276.50. Water accounts paid 
during the year totalled $6,040.50. Water 
accounts receivable at the end of the year 
totalled $1,804.75. 

Yellowknife . . . 

And Its Beer 

Every year the same announcement 
comes out of the North “We have used up 
all the beer shipped in and shall have no 
more for another six weeks to two months.” 
This situation arises not because the 
people of the Yellowknife and the North 
are particularly intemperate as to its use, 


but simply because it is almost impossible 
to get cargo space to ship in the tonnage 
necessary. This beer is shipped in by the 
case, instead of in barrels. 

During the days of Yukon mining ac¬ 
tivity in the 98’s, a brewery was established 
at Dawson which was designed to over¬ 
come a similar difficulty. It worked out 
O.K. Why cannot a brewery license be 
given to operate a brewery to serve the 
North West Territories? There is every 
justification for such considering the fact 
that the nearest brewery is over 700 miles 
south. Of course the drys will immediate¬ 
ly raise an outcry against granting of 
such a license—but if the N.W.T. Council, 
which seems to have the say in northern 
affairs did not favor a license being given 
to an individual firm, it might run a govern¬ 
ment brewery. The governments are now 
in most forms of business, especially the 
liquor business and beer is a part of that 
service which people have a right to ex¬ 
pect from a monopoly. 

There is no better water for making pure 
beer than that of the North. As regards 
the rest of the ingredients—they can be 
shipped in. Why not a brewery for the 
North ? 


BUY . . . 

British Glass 

"ELASTICA" PAINTS 


PILKINGTON GLASS 

LIMITED 

Phone 24168 Edmonton, Alberta 


Phone 24994 10164 - 100th St. 

EDMONTON 
CYCLE SHOP 

(MAIL ORDER DEPT.) 

Distributors of: 

C.C.M. AND ENGLISH BICYCLES, 
AND JOYCYCLES 

Expert in Bicycle Repairs, Keys Cut, 
Locks Fixed. 

Mail Orders Given Prompt Attention 

Accessories List Sent on Request. 
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Turner Valley Oil 
Decreases, Others Increase 

Since 1914, Alberta’s oil production has 
reached 90,324,551 barrels up to the end of 
1946. Commencing with an output of 56,- 
675 bbls. from 1914 to 1921, with only some 
16,000 bbls. in 1922, ten thousand barrels in 
1923 and 17,000 bbls. in 1924, the real pro¬ 
duction started in 1925 when the annual 
total was 180,885 bbls. From that date 
with no recessions the output of oil from 
Alberta wells steadily increased with the 
peak year being reached in 1942 with 10,- 
136,296 barrels. Then the Turner Valley 
production commenced to drop and has been 
falling steadily ever since, the 1946 pro¬ 
duction being 7,137,693 barrels. This de¬ 
crease has, however, been offset to a cer¬ 
tain extent by the fact that other Alberta 
oil fields have shown increases. The com¬ 
bined increase from these fields was 132,742 
barrels in 1946. Taber had an increase of 
over 70,000 barrels, Conrad some 68,000 
barrels, Vermilion 54,000 barrels and 
Lloydminster 48,000 barrels, with smaller 
increases in other fields. The total value of 
oil produced in Alberta in 1946 amounted to 
$14,348,069. 


GARDEN 
SEEDS . . . 

Our Seeds 
are specially 
adapted to 
Western 
conditions. 

Write for 
Catalogue. 

PIKE AND COMPANY 

10039 101A Avenue Edmonton 



BUILDING MATERIAL 
OF ALL KINDS 

e 

Lumber, Sash, Doors, Glass, Ten 
Test Board, Core Boxes, Scow 
Planking 

Prices Right! 

W. H. CLARK LUMBER 

COMPANY, LIMITED 


Storage Tanks 



B.S. & B. Steel Bolted Oil Storage 
Tanks at Eldorado Radium Mine, 
N.W.T. 

We stock all sizes of tanks from 100 
Bbl., to 5,000 Bbl. Available 
for immediate delivery 

For Information 
Write — or — Wire 

Black, Sivalls & Bryson Ltd. 

906 Lancaster Building 
Calgary Alberta 



Manufacturers of 

“Norseman” Sleeping Robes, Tarpaulins, 
Tents, Pack Sacks, Ore Bags 

Anything in Canvas made to your order for special and 
speedy delivery. 


tPRESERVO TREATED 


9921 Jasper Ave 


EDMONTON 


Phone 22818 
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Back Door Defense 

During the last world war, both Canada 
and the United States discovered that the 
most possible invasion area of the Ameri¬ 
can continent was through the Arctic back 
door, Alaska and the North West Territor¬ 
ies. People accustomed to viewing old time 
maps had ignored the fact that the short¬ 
est way from old lands to new lands lies 
across the "Top of the World”. 

Fortunately, the last war, whilst it gave 
military authorities many an anxious mo¬ 
ment as to the defense of this back door, 
did not, with the exception of the Jap in¬ 
vasion of the Aleautians, materialize into 
an invasion of the American continent- 
hut without a doubt the next war will. 

Will there be another war? This is an¬ 
swered by past history. Invariably after 
every major conflict right down the ages, 
those who have had to bear the brunt of 
war’s devastation have quoted “Never¬ 
more”. But there has always been another 
one and human nature has not changed to 
any great extent from old time attitudes. 

Today, everyone is saying World War 2 
must be the last. Yes—all will agree with 
that, but the wise man is the one who says, 
“Well, maybe—but in the meantime I am 
going to make sure of my defences.” 

The Arctic is the American line of de¬ 
fense, the vast stretches of the North 
the open door which must be shut tight. 
So ways and means of doing so are at 
present occupying the minds of those 
whose business it is to see that their na¬ 
tions are not caught asleep. 

The North is a country of long distances 
—long boundaries—long- days in the sum¬ 
mer months and short days during the 
winter months. Roads and railways mean 
tremendous expenditures almost impossible 
to implement, but the North is unexcelled 
as regards its waterways. It has large 
rivers and lakes extending not only north 
and south but west and east. These water¬ 
ways particularly lend themselves to con¬ 
necting up by means of short roads, or 
canals and so a complete network of 
navigable waterways are possible. 

Great Slave Lake is the centre of this 
huge water system. To the east rivers con¬ 
nect with the lake, which can be followed 
right through to the Hudson Bay and Fort 
Churchill. To the west the Mackenzie 


River connects with the Arctic Ocean and 
the North. From Fort Rae on Great 
Slave Lake there is a possible waterway 
right through to Great Bear Lake. 
From there waterways also connect 
with the Coppermine River and the Eastern 
Arctic. To the South the Athabasca and 
Peace Rivers form almost ready-made 
waterways to connect with railheads at 
Peace River Crossing and Waterways, Al¬ 
berta. 

An aerial survey is now being made of 
the whole North and from that survey it 
should be possible to show how these 
waterways can be connected up either by 
roads or canals to form a complete network 
of interlocking routes throughout the 
North. 

The Russians have already gone far 
ahead in making the utmost use of their 
waterways. Their major navigable rivers 
have been connected by either roads or 
canals making complete travel routes. It 
is possible to travel, with Moscow as the 
starting point, south to the Black Sea by 
water, north to the Baltic and Arctic 
Oceans and through Siberia to the Pacific 
Ocean. 


Alaska Defenses 

Any nation looking upon Alaska as the 
jumping off place to start another war will 
have to look at its hole card, if advices are 
correct as regards the defences of Alaska. 
It is stated that millions of dollars are 
being expended to make the territory a 
real “rod in pickle” for aggressors. The 
whole Behring Strait coast is being forti¬ 
fied and in addition air and other defence 
strategy are not being neglected. Enormous 
sums are being expended by Uncle Sam on 
this. Evidently the best slogan for an en¬ 
during peace is preparedness. 


LLOYDMINSTER OIL FIELD 

Starting in 1936 the Lloydminster oil field 
has increased its production from 348 bar¬ 
rels in 1939 to 270,035 bbls. in 1946. This 
oil is recovered at the shallow depth of 
around 1,900 feet and has a gravity of from 
10 to 40 A.P.I. The number of producing 
wells in the field is now 44. In January, 
1946, the number was 28. During 1946 16 
more wells have been added to the pro¬ 
duction list. 
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A Railroad to the Arctic 

Explorer Vilhjahmur Steffanson has 
suggested that eventually a railway should 
be built north to the Arctic. He points out 
that such is a necessity for the proper de¬ 
velopment of the North. He states that in¬ 
creased transportation facilities will en¬ 
courage the immigration needed to develop 
these remote districts. He suggests exten¬ 
sion of the present railroad from the Peace 
River to Behring Straits, crossing the Mac¬ 
kenzie River north of Norman Wells. He 
claims that this would lead to rapid de¬ 
velopment of the various resources of the 
Mackenzie River basin comparable to the 
transformation of the Canadian west when 
the C.P.R. built from Ontario to British 
Columbia. 

Such a suggestion will no doubt have 
many critics—especially railway critics 
who are content to leave transportation fa¬ 
cilities as they are and instead of em¬ 
barking on furnishing transportation first 
for immigration to follow expect the im¬ 
migration to first locate in the good old ox¬ 
cart fashion of bygone days. 

What has the North got to justify, Ex¬ 


plorer Steffansson’s suggestion? First, 
and really first, it is the back door—in fact 
the “Air front door” to the American Con¬ 
tinent from a defence point of view. To 
move supplies and troops in quantity there 
must be railways. Then, it is the home of 
radium ore, which is now a focal attrac¬ 
tion to the “have nots”. It has oil at 
Canol—here 24 producing wells have been 
drilled and capped awaiting future de¬ 
mands. It is known to contain huge de¬ 
posits of base metals which can only be 
commercially worked and developed with 
cheap transportation. It has huge areas 
of timber lands. It has enormous lakes 
capable of establishing large fishing indus¬ 
tries. Its tourist and scenic attractions are 
many. Its climate is nowhere near as bad 
as it is usually painted. No worse in fact 
than many points further south. 

When the Canadian Pacific drove the 
steel across the prairies in 1885, the venture 
was looked upon as a terrible “mistake”. 
Cast your Canadian eyes over the west of 
today which that railway made possible, 
and then perhaps you will agree with Ex¬ 
plorer Steffansson that even a railway 
north to the Arctic is possible. 


c M&odwahd% 

EDMONTON - ALBERTA 

100-Mile Free Freight Allowance 

Woodward’s 100-mile free freight allowance will be 
advantageous to many of our country customers. On orders 
of $10.00 or more, consisting of general merchandise other 
than laundry tubs, roofing and building papers, fencing, 
barb wire, nails, fruit sealers, groceries and all foods, 
Woodward’s will pay railroad charges to all points within a 
100-mile radius of Edmonton. To points beyond we agree 
to pay a 100-mile proportion for the total distance. 

Write WOODWARD'S MAIL ORDER for Prompt, 

Efficient Service 
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New Lands to Explore 

If you want to get away from it all this 
summer, here’s a tip. The Alaska High¬ 
way will be open, so smarten up the old 
jallopy and get going. If you can’t make 
it this year save enough to do it in 1948. 

You will have a choice of two new high¬ 
ways in 1948, by the way . . . the Alcan 
and a new one now under construction. The 
latter will take you into the Great Slave 
Lake country, which is unadulterated 
frontierland in a very, very large way. 

You’ll have to start north from Edmon¬ 
ton, Alberta, and in the doing will see the 
finest wheat growing acreage (millions of 
acres, that is) in the world. Hundreds of 
miles of it, with rivers and lakes by the 
dozen thrown in. When you get to 
the headwaters of Hay river you’ll see 
Alexandra Falls, a torrent plunging 360 
feet over cliffs not greatly inferior to 
Niagara. 

Having reached these falls you will carry 
on another 125 miles to Great Slave Lake, 
800 miles from Edmonton. By this time 
you will have experienced something that 
very few people in this old world can even 
imagine. If you happen to get there at 
the right time you will see the sun drop 
behind the horizon at midnight and a few 
minutes later pop right up again. We have 
all read about it but never thought that we, 
you and me, would ever see it. 

It was the dollars placed in gold mining 
stocks a couple of years back that made all 
this possible. Those dollars gave pros¬ 
pectors their chance to look the country 
over carefully and they found enough to 
make the world sit up and take notice. The 
two million dollars required to build the 
highway from Grimshaw to Great Slave 
Lake are just a flash in the bottom of 
Northwest Territories’ pan. She has plenty 
of it. Perhaps you, yourself, own shares in 
one or more mining companies in frontier- 
land. It will be great to run up and look 
it over. 

Great Slave Lake, in case you are not 
interested in gold mines is about 360 miles 
long and 200 miles wide. Believe it or not, 
the lake contains hundreds of islands, from 
little ones to some, 30 miles in length. 

It will be broad daylight 24 hours per 
day and a terrific change from the hum¬ 
drum kind of vacation you have always 
had. 


Oil in Alberta 

An American expert in river drainage 
systems once stated that the deposits of 
Athabasca Tar Sands were nothing more 
than huge sand dunes which were being 
constantly impregnated by an oil seepage 
from some large oil pool situated in the 
district between the Clearwater River at 
McMurray and the Peace River at the 
Peace River Crossing. His suggestion was 
that live oil was constantly flowing down 
well marked channels. Following out this 
theory it is interesting to note that Turner 
Valley-Leduc-Morinville, Perryvale, Pelican 
on the Athabasca River all line up as a pos¬ 
sible oil channel, if it is true that oil de¬ 
posits occur in similar fashion to under¬ 
ground water flows. Various catch basins 
trap the oil along the line of flow and the 
difficulty in oil prospecting is to locate 
these trapped areas. The Limestone 
formations in which the oil occurs, 
steadily comes nearer the surface as 
it goes north along its route from the 
Turner Valley. For instance its depth is 
roughly 9,000 feet at Turner Valley, 5,000 
feet at Leduc, 1,500 feet at the Pelican and 
only 650 at the Clearwater. In 1915 drills 
put down by the Dominion government at 
Pelican uncovered a huge flow of gas. This 
flow was so strong as to blow the derrick 
to pieces and according to the report issued 
at that time, stones shot out of the hole 
like rifle bullets. Some of the oil com¬ 
panies have recognized these possibilities 
hence the drilling proceeding at Morin- 
ville, Perryvale and other spots along this 
line. 

It is still quite within possibility that 
the eventual solution of the tar sand pro¬ 
blem will be the discovery of this huge oil 
trapped area, as mentioned by the expert. 


Salt Factory 
For Elk Point 

A salt factory is to be built at a site 2% 
miles from Lindberg where drilling for oil 
has uncovered a bed of salt over 1,000 feet 
thick in the three wells drilled by the own¬ 
ers. It is stated the plant will entail an ex¬ 
penditure of at least $500,000. The com¬ 
panies interested are the Anglo-Canadian 
Oil Co., the C. & E. Corporation and Home 
Oils. The fact that there is an ample 
supply of water in close proximity to the 
deposit is an encouraging feature. 
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DON’T MISS THE 1947 


EDMONTON 

EXHIBITION 


JULY 14 to 19 


• 

Northern Alberta’s Grand Mid-Summer Holiday 
—Premier Livestock and Agricultural Exhibi¬ 
tion of the Canadian West. 

• 

Six Days and Nights of Top-Flight Entertain¬ 
ment -Magnificent Grandstand Attractions- 

Royal American Shows, the World’s Largest 
Midway — Gorgeous Fireworks — SIX DAYS 
HORSE RACES—Wonderful Livestock—Agri¬ 
cultural and Horticultural Exhibits—Action and 
Thrills Every Minute! 

• 

Plan Now to Holiday in Edmonton 
Fair Week—July 14 to 19 

• 

EDMONTON EXHIBITIONS ASS’N LTD. 

E. I. Clarke, Pres.; Chas. E. Wilson, Managing Director 


EDMONTON 
SUPPLY CO. 

9 

Suppliers of 

Pipe Valves and Fittings. 
Blacksmith Supplies and Tools. 
Ship Channels and Beams. 
Cement Mixers and Trench 
Tools. 

Machinists’ and Machine Shop 
Tools. 

• 

Phone 21967 

10139 - 96th Street Edmonton 


SPRUCE 

LUMBER 

STOCKS 

• 

Spruce Lumber and Timbers 
for 

Mining Requirements 

THE SWANSON LUMBER 
COMPANY, LIMITED 

10009 - 105th Street 
EDMONTON ALBERTA 
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YOUR $DOLLAR TODAY 
MAY MEAN $THOUSANDS$ 


CANADA’S MINING AUTHORITY 

Special ^lial OH&i 

16 Issues of 

NORTHLAND & MINING DIGEST 
plus 2 Valuable Books 

!J(*U OH the P'le&L 

Only $1; 



As the Editions of these Books are Limited, 
this Special Offer will be Withdrawn 
Without Notice. 

PIN $1. TO THIS AD AND MAIL TODAY I 

NORTHLANDER PUBLISHING CO. 

LIMITED 

73 Adelaide Street West 
TORONTO 1 - CANADA 


Who Owns Alaska? 

It has been repeatedly suggested that 
Russia has been putting out claims that the 
sale of Alaska to the United States of 
America was an “illegal” sale. In fact 
some newspaper reports go so far as to 
suggest that during the last war “cocktail 
parties” of the big three the pros and cons 
of the situation were discussed. Possession 
is nine points of the law of the land and 
Uncle Sam having paid his good monies is 
the possessor of the Alaska of today. It 
was the most splendid buy that he ever 
made ,for the picture of having Russia as 
the near backdoor neighbor of Canada and 
the United States would cause much worry 
to the American Continent. Such a situa¬ 
tion would mean that Europe has at last 
invaded the American Continent, and so 
another Balkan mess had been created. 

Every invasion of the American Contin¬ 
ent in past history was made over the 
Behring Straits and down through Alaska. 
To even think of handing Alask a back to 
the Russians is incredible. However, it is 
quite on the cards that Russian diplomacy 
thinks such an argument is a good one for 
the bargain table of international affairs. 
People who know Russians are no doubt 
familiar with the fact that they are not at 
all backward in asking for anything they 
see. If they are working for any one they 
are always looking for an opportunity to 
suggest “You do not need this, do you— 
let me have it!” 

Does your boy friend have ambitions? 
Oh yes, ever since he’s been knee high . . . 


LUMBER HEADQUARTERS FOR THE NORTH 

Millwork and Lumber of All Kinds for Buildings, Scows and Boats 


SHIPLAP, BOARDS, DIMENSION, 
TIMBERS, WINDOWS, DOORS, 
FRAMES, WALLBOARD, PAPER, j 
ROOFING, SHINGLES, WAGON 
OAK, BLACKSMITH COAL 


mw 


CEMENT, PLASTER, LIME, 
BRICK, BUILDERS' HARDWARE, 
PAINT, VARNISHES, ROCK 
WOOL, TREATED LUMBER, 
OSMOSE WOOD PRESERVATIVES 


Write or Wire 


HAYWARD LUMBER CO. 

LIMITED 

EDMONTON and WATERWAYS, ALBERTA 
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THE COAL DEPOSITS OF GROUNDHOG 

By F. S. WRIGHT 

There are the makings of establishing a real manufacturing centre at Prince 
Rupert on the Northern British Columbia Pacific Coast, where all the raw materials 
necessary for iron and steel manufacture are within easy reach. 


The coal deposits of Pennyslvania made 
Pittsburgh one of the largest industrial 
centres in America. A similar occurrence 
of anthracite coal occurs in the Groundhog 
area of Northern British Columbia, some 
123 miles north east of Stewart, B.C. and 
within 100 miles of the Canadian National 
Railway. 

It has recently been announced that the 
government of British Columbia is mak¬ 
ing a survey of a route north of Hazelton, 
on the main line of the Canadian National 
Railway (Prince Rupert Branch) to link 
up with the Alaska Highway. This route 
will pass through these enormous coal 
fields which cover an area of some 2,000 
miles. 

Port Edward, a suburb of Prince Rupert, 
was originally set aside by the planners of 
the Grand Trunk Pacific as a site for roll¬ 
ing mills and steel manufacture. It was to 
be serviced with raw materials derived 
from the coking coals of the Telkwa Val¬ 
ley, with hematite iron from the Copper 
River where there is at least seven million 
tons ready to be steamshovelled and with 
the magnetite ores that abound on Porcher 
and Banks Islands a short distance from 
Prince Rupert. In addition the fact that 
real anthracite coals, going over 93 per 
cent in fixed carbon and equal to the best 
Pennyslvania or Welsh coals, was available 
rounded out the picture of this possible 
industrial centre. 

Today, Port Edward or Watson’s Island 
as it is now called has already had a huge 
celanese industry established which will 
employ thousands of men in the logging 
industry of Northern B.C. Its real claim for 
recognition is the fact that it is on tide 
water with good harbourage and the huge 
markets of the Orient are the possible out¬ 
let for its products. 

All these facilities are within a radius 
of some 125 miles of either the railway or 
the waterfront of the port. Some may ask 
why, if this is true, nothing has been done 
over the past three decades to exploit this 
enormous wealth? The answer is possibly 
the fact that the iron and steel market of 
the Orient has been serviced in the past by 
the well entrenched combined interests of 


eastern steel companies and railways who 
look for the long haul to make the most 
profits. 

Thirty-four years ago, in 1919 and 1911, 
the Groundhog Coal deposits were surveyed 
by the late R. C. Campbell Johnston, M.E., 
who was at that time considered one of the 
leaders in his profession in British Co¬ 
lumbia. These surveys were made at the 
request of Baron Rhonnda, the Welsh coal 
operator who at that time fully intended to 
tap this field by means of an extension of 
the Northern Alberta Railway via Fort 
Graham, the head waters of the Skeena 
and the Naas River to either Stewart at 
the head of Portland Canal or to Prince 
Rupert. At Stewart, the Mackenzie-Mann 
interests, the original owners of the Cana¬ 
dian National system, had already built 
some 12 miles of railway from tidewater to 
the foot of the Bear River Pass. This pass 
is only 2,000 feet above sea level, blocked 
by a glacier which was even at that time 
constantly receding. 

To exploit these deposits it would be 
necessary, as Lord Rhonnda knew, to build 
a railway. At that time the country was 
almost unexplored and no one could visu¬ 
alize any other route but that from Peace 
River into Stewart, but surveys showed 
that between Hazelton on the Canadian Na¬ 
tional Railway and the head waters of the 
Skeena, the Naas and further on the Stikine 
and Klappan Rivers there was no divide 
more than 2,000 feet high, with the North 
Fork of the Skeena River forming a na¬ 
tural railway route right down to Hazelton, 
approximately 100 miles. In addition, 
by branching off the Naas River at the 
Indian village of Ayanish, there was a 
still better route up the Cranberry River 
and across to Kitsumkalum, or Terrace as 
it is known today, where once again the 
main Canadian National line could be tap¬ 
ped, just 80 miles from Prince Rupert. 

I.ess than thirty miles of new line up the 
Copper River from Kitwanga at the foot of 
the Skeena River Canon would tap the 
hematite iron deposits on Summit Creek, 
and as for the coking coal necessary for 
smelters, there was an unlimited supply at 
Telkwa. In adition the various fluxes 
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necessary were available in enormous 
quantities right on the railway down the 
Skeena River. 

This was the picture that Baron Rhonnda 
no doubt had in mind, and had it not been 
for the Balkan war which broke out in 

1913, the forerunner of the great war of 

1914, and the untimely death of Baron 
Rhonnda, there is no doubt that he and his 
associates would have made the picture 
come true. It was and is a perfect set-up 
for big industry. In fact even a refinery 
was to be established at Prince Rupert, a 
most important adjunct for the refining of 
copper and other ores prior to shipment 
to the factory. This is borne out by the 
fact that during the period a copper 
smelter was operating at Hidden Creek by 
the Granby Consolidated Mining Company. 
The copper matte obtained was shipped to 
the Eastern States to be refined. That is, 
it went to Pittsburgh and was there manu¬ 
factured into commercial products, with 
Canada only getting the benefit of the 
labor involved in mining the raw material. 

In 1911 and 1912, I made four trips into 
the Groundhog area for a Victoria Syndi¬ 
cate. We knew of these developments in 
the offing and firmly determined to 
get located on these coal deposits. We 
succeeded in staking 84 sections of these 
coal lands. The coal samples obtained had 
the usual steely grey quality of anthracite 
coal, would only burn in special stoves and 
samples we had analysed went over 90 per 
cent in fixed carbon with some 8 per cent 
of volatile matter and ash. This we knew 
was as good if not better than Welsh coal. 
In addition the coal was practically smoke¬ 
less when burned, priceless at that time for 
naval use. Where we staked we found good 
clean seams of this coal where creeks had 
cut through the overburden and Mr. Camp¬ 
bell’s estimate of a width of 70 miles north 
and south by 30 miles east and west is a 
conservative estimate of the field as we 
knew it. 

Prospecting in those days was a hard 
task as compared with the modern methods 
of entering a field by means of aeroplanes, 
but it had the advantage of making one 
familiar with all the terrain passed 
over. We went into the field, from 
Stewart, climbing over the Bear River Pass 
to the Naas River (West Fork) and follow¬ 
ed up that fork to where the Yukon Tele¬ 
graph line cut it nine miles west of No. 
9 Cabin, and then followed the trail down 


to the No. 7 Cabin where we first staked 
for the coal which lies to the north 
of it. Others went in from Hazelton, fol¬ 
lowing the telegraph line to No. 5 Cabin. 
This was the route followed by Campbell 
Johnston and others who staked at that 
time. The whole stretch of country north 
of the line between No. 5 cabin and No. 7 
cabin were coal bearing lands. These cabins 
are roughly 50 miles apart. 

The only method of travel was by foot. 
It was almost impossible to use horses and 
none were available so we back packed it. 
There were four of us in the party, and we 
started with 100 lbs. each. After crossing 
the glacier and reaching Meziadin or Bow¬ 
ser Lake as it is called today, I sent two 
men back home, and my partner Jack Hug- 
gard and myself continued on. In order to 
move our stuff we had to relay it, thus 
covering the same country three times. 
After staking we came down the telegraph 
trail to Hazelton and from there went to 
Prince Rupert. We had 84 sections of coal 
lands which we knew had every possibility 
of being good. 

It cost $100 a year per mile section to 
hold coal lands in those days. The syndi¬ 
cate held it for two or three years, then 
came the war, the death of Lord Rhonnda 
and the whole picture blew up as far as we 
were concerned. 

What of the country we passed over en 
route to the field? Up the Naas River and 
the Skeena Rivers there is wide open 
country, with miles upon miles of fertile 
farming areas suitably mostly for ranch¬ 
ing. In fact in 1911 and 1912, many thou¬ 
sands of acres of this land was staked by 
promoters who could get it by only putting 
up 50 cents an acre of the total price of 
$2.50 an acre. 

But to get back to the coal. It is there 
in huge quantities. Campbell Johnston’s 
tests of it show it to go from 71.76 to 86.74 
in fixed carbon—this covering 9 seams in 
all, with seams running from four to 20 
feet in width. Volatile matter 13.51 in the 
lower grade seam to 4.0 in the higher grade 
seams, with ash averaging 9.0 and moisture 
from 3.5 to 4.5. Welsh coal goes around 
85 fixed carbon with Pennyslvania going 
83.97. 

It should be borne in mind that there 
are very few deposits of anthracite coal on 
the American continent and so the market 
for the same is almost unlimited. Welsh 
coal ha3 for years been shipped all over 
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i ASK FOR— 


\uniand biscuits 


.MADE IN EDMONTON I 


These Nutritious Varieties 
Are Still Available! 

PILOT BREAD - SODAS - GRAHAM WAFERS 


MADE IN EDMONTON 


EATON'S is 
Vacation Wise 

Thinking of holidays? EATON'S have 
given them thought for years and years. 
That's why, when vacationers head for 
the bright lights they find our big retail 
stores full of treasures for holiday 
shoppers and services to help them. Off 
on a camping trip? If we haven't 
equipped you beforehand, drop us a 
postcard. You won't be our first 
customer to have his order arrive by 
canoe! Maybe you plan to stay at home 
and have the loaf of a lifetime, back in 
your own backyard. Plenty of time, 
then, to loaf through our friendly cata¬ 
logue and see how many suggestions are 
there to make vour rest more restful, the 
house and garden a pleasanter place to 
be. Everything of course with that 
famous guarantee— 

Goods Satisfactory 
or Money Refunded, 

Including Shipping Charges 


\ 

U - 

P#1 / 


T. EATON C° 

WESTERN ^^LIMI 


WESTERN 

CANADA 


25 



















ALWAYS . . . 


A PICTURE AHEAD 


EDMONTON 

IN YOUR 

HOLIDAY 

TOUR 


INCLUDE If y° u are pl annin £ a holiday trip 

during the coming summer, it is 
_ i a ^ w w a suggested that you consider the 

CDMONTUN attractions the Edmonton and Nor¬ 
thern Alberta District has to offer 

IN YOUR you 

Amongst them are good roads— 
HOI splendid scenery, ever-changing as 

fl I Skb a I you t rave i ahead—National Parks 

—Summer Lake Resorts—Big Game 
T II D Hunting in the Fall and Fishing dur- 

" ^ ing the Summer months. 

f The City of Edmonton has a popu¬ 
lation of 114,000. It has excellent 
hotel and auto camp accommoda¬ 
tion. Good stores ready to serve 
you at reasonable non-inflated 
prices. 

At Edmonton you will be at the Gateway to the Alaska Highway. 

At Edmonton you can see the largest and busiest airport in 
Canada where world circling planes call for re-fueling. Where 
planes leave daily for the far North and Arctic and for all points 
south, east and west. 

At Edmonton you can see a new oil field in the making. Set high 
on the banks of the beautiful Saskatchewan River, Edmonton has 
a scenic outlook that always spells— 

"A PICTURE AHEAD" 


Edmonton welcomes you and assures you of something new! 


THE CITY OF EDMONTON 


H. D. AINLAY, 
Mayor. 


J. W. HODGSON and D. MENZIES, 
Commissioners. 


(Write for descriptive pamphlet showing what Edmonton offers) 
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the world. Hong Kong, Australia, Chile 
and other Pacific coast points. Here the 
Groundhog coal can surely control the mar¬ 
ket owing to the comparatively shorter 
haul. Mr. Campbell recommended the 
Naas River route for a railway to connect 
with the Canadian National at Terrace. 
This would mean less than 100 miles of new 
construction. He also stated that it would 
mean an expenditure of some $9,000,000 
to complete the plan at that time. 

The railways are complaining that 
freight rates are too low to ensure profits. 
These claims are based mostly upon the 
present tonnage they haul. The solution 
for this freight loss is surely increased ton¬ 
nage and longer hauls and here there is 
a possibility of an enormous tonnage not 
only to be hauled to seaboard but also to 
furnish cargoes for freighters plying to the 
Orient. Great Britain obtained supremacy 
in world shipping trade by being able to 
send its ships abroad loaded with Welsh 
coal as ballast, thus carrying cargoes in the 
cheapest manner. The output of anthracite 
coal in Pennyslvania alone amounts to over 
80,000,000 tons a year, whilst the Ground¬ 
hog field as yet has not been estimated as 
to tonnage content. This in any case, must 
be enormous, if the known seams carry 
through, exceeding the eastern output by 
many millions of tons. It surely can be 
safely argued that the Groundhog coal 
areas present one of the best and finest 
methods of increasing Canadian wealth, 
railway freight tonnage and employment 
for thousands. 

It is a well known fact that big industry 
bases its factories and industries as near 
the source of the supply of raw material 
as possible. Pittsburgh, the Ruhr Valley, 
and Wales bear this contention out. Here 
Canada has enormous reserves with every¬ 
thing necessary for the establishment of 
iron and steel mills, coal manufacturing 
plants and industries right on the seaboard 
with good wharfage and harbourage fa¬ 
cilities. All that is required is vision, faith 
and capital to make the Baron Rhonnda 
dream of a coal empire on the Pacific 
Coast an assured fact . . . 


Take your house number and double it 
—add 5—multiply it by 50—add your age 
—add 365—substract 615—the last two 
figues will be your age—the others your 
house number. 


Diversified Shaft 
Down 175 Feet 

Diversified Mining Interests (Canada) 
Ltd. shaft is reported to be now at a depth 
of 175 feet with the first level station cut. 
The shaft is to be continued down to 325 
feet, where another level station will be 
cut. Around 2,000 feet of drifting, it is 
stated, will be carried out on the No. 1 
Zone. Property is located in the Indin 
Lake area of Yellowknife. Work in sink¬ 
ing the three compartment shaft was start¬ 
ed in April and notwithstanding the fact 
that its supply line was 140 miles long, the 
work was done to the present depth in 
record time. 


ANOTHER MILLION GOES 
DOWN THE SINK 

A few years ago—war years—someone 
at Eldorado Mines conceived the idea that 
it was possible to build a road from the 
mouth of Great Bear River to Fort Frank¬ 
lin on the west shore of Great Bear Lake 
and so avoid the many water transportation 
changes necessary in negotiating the Bear 
River. Previously a well built nine miles 
of road around the rapids had answered 
the purpose. The first estimated cost of 
the new road, it is said, was $400,000. The 
eventual sum which has been expended 
amounts to a million or more dollars. To¬ 
day it is stated, the road is being discon¬ 
tinued and the machinery removed to the 
Yellowknife. 


The famous psychologist completed his 
lecture and asked for questions. One little 
man got up and said, “Doctor, did I under¬ 
stand you to say that a good poker player 
could successfully handle any kind of an 
executive job?” 

“That’s exactly what I said,” replied Doc. 

“Tell me then, said the little man, “What 
would a good poker player want with any 
kind of a job?” 


She thought she recognized her husband 
on the street car, and suddenly, leaving her 
seat, she went up and put her arms around 
him. Aghast, as he turned, she found he 
was another man—a stranger. 

“Pardon me,” she explained, “but you 
see, your head looks exactly like my hus¬ 
band’s—behind.” 


Beaulieu To Increase 
Operations 

President Hal J. Hutchings announces 
that Beaulieu Yellowknife Mines at Yellow¬ 
knife is to sink a three compartment shaft 
to supplement the present two compart¬ 
ment shaft which is down to 175 feet. This 
is being done to enable the company, he 
states, to carry out a program of further 
development and start production early in 
August. It is expected that Beaulieu will 
start production at the rate of 100 tons a 
day. The sinking of the new shaft will be 
carried on in conjunction with the building 
of a larger mill. He also states that furth¬ 
er surface exploration and sampling is be¬ 
ing undertaken on the recently discovered 
extension of the Norma vein which is now 
being- developed for production. Mr. Hut¬ 
chings and the vice president, Mr. S. Ciglen 
are both in Yellowknife viewing the prop¬ 
erty. Mr. Hutchings states that the vein 
carries much visible gold at various places. 
(Canadian Mining Review.) 


GOVERNOR GENERAL GOES NORTH 
It is announced that Viscount Alexander, 
Governor General of Canada is making a 
trip to the North this summer. He is dated 
to arrive in the Yellowknife on July 28th 
and 29th next. The tour, it is stated, will 
include Fort Smith, Fort Radium and Nor¬ 
man Wells as well as the Yellowknife. He 
will be accompanied on the tour by Major 
General Letson, Air Vice Marshall Guthrie 
and Captain David Lloyd Thomas, aide de 
camp to his Excellency. 


And then there was the Indian girl who 
had a lot of fun with her beau and error 


Canol Pipe Line Sold 

The U.S. Government has sold the pipe 
line extending from Canol to Whitehorse 
for the sum of $700,000. This line cost 
$9,000,000 to build. The purchasers were a 
Cleveland, Ohio outfit. What use will be 
made of it is not known. 


FOR PROMPT RETURNS AT 
TOP PRICES 

SHIP YOUR FUR AND HIDES TO 

HALFORD HIDE & FUR 

CO., LTD. 

BUYERS and EXPORTERS 

10509 - 105th Avenue 
EDMONTON ALBERTA 


NORTHERNERS 

When outfitting—you cannot do better 
than include 

Great Bear 
Sleeping Robes 

for supreme comfort in all kinds 
of weather 

• 

Manufactured by 

CANADIAN BEDDING 

COMPANY, LIMITED 
Edmonton Alberta 


NEED ENGINES? 

WE HAVE THEM! 

WISCONSIN 

rfoi-Gooied ENGINES 

ALL SIZES — 2 to 30 hp.. Single ft 4-Cyl. Models 



BRUCE ROBINSON ELECTRIC LIMITED 
Edmonton, Alta. Calgary, Alta. 
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R. B. Bennett 

Viscount Bennett of Calgary has passed 
away and with his demise Canada loses one 
of its most outstanding citizens. He was 
one of the most active political leaders in 
the West when the business of politics was 
a real live issue. He was a real fighter in 
those days, neither asking or giving politi¬ 
cal quarter and many was the battle he 
engaged in on the hustings of Alberta as 
he climbed his way to the Premiership of 
all Canada. In those days they called him 
“Bonfire” Bennett. He earned this name 
at a meeting in McLeod in Southern Al¬ 
berta. It was an open air meeting and as 
Bennett was holding forth on the questions 
of the day, some of his opponents crawled 
under the platform and set it on fire. This 
did not stop him. He still continued his 
fiery attack unabated. His whole 
life was devoted to the interests of Can¬ 
ada both at home and abroad and he was, 
without a doubt, one of the greatest men 
that Canada has ever produced. 

A cultured woman is one who, by a mere 
shrug of her shoulders, can adjust her 
shoulder straps. 

|| 

PUBLIC 

COLD STORAGE 

Lockers are for rent at reasonable 
prices. 

For Particulars Phone 22730 

EDMONTON COLD STORAGE 
COMPANY, LIMITED 

1 04th Street Edmonton 


SAW MILL MACHINERY 

EMERGENCY MINING REPAIRS 

NICHOLS BROS. LIMITED 

MACHINISTS AND IRON FOUNDERS 

10103 - 95th Street Edmonton, Alta 


FURS . . . 

RESTYLED - RELINED - REPAIRED 

Raw Pelts Made Up. 

Louis Trudel f Furrier 

10053 Jasper Avenue Edmonton 


PIPES, VALVES AND 
FITTINGS 

Plumbing and Heating Materials 

WESTERN SUPPLIES LTD. 

108th St. at 103rd Ave. Edmonton 


OUTBOARD MOTOR 
REPAIRS 

Johnson, Evinrude, Neptune, 
Champion, Etc. 

THE J. E. NIX CO. 

10030 - 109th St. Edmonton 

Radios, Electrical Appliances, Motors, 
Engines, Boats, Washing Machine 
Parts. 

Factory Agents for: 

JOHNSON SEA-HORSE 


You Strike It Rich . .. 

Everytime you bite into Bread buttered with 

E.C.D. 

FIRST GRADE CREAMERY BUTTER 

Good as Gold—and Much More Satisfying! 

Made by . . . 

EDMONTON CITY DAIRY COMPANY 

Plant on 1 09th Street Ph 


Phone 25151 
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Make No Little Plans 
For Canada’s Future 

“Make no little plans for Canada’s Fu¬ 
ture” were the words spoken by Walter G. 
Attridge before the Montreal Board of 
Trade in February, 1944. “For Canada is 
on the threshold of a great and challeng¬ 
ing opportunity when this war is ended. 
The need is there, the time will be ripe for 
vast, unprecedented development . . . Let 
us plan courageously when considering 
Canada’s future.” 

AH Canadians will agree with his state¬ 
ment, the words of a man who clearly 
visualizes a real future for Canada. He is 
not the only one. The Hon. W. Howe, the 
Minister of Reconstruction, the Hon. J. A. 
McKinnon, Minister of Trade and Com¬ 
merce, who represents Edmonton in the 
House of Commons, both have claimed 
that today is the time of Canada’s oppor¬ 
tunity to grow in wealth and substance. 
These men know that Canada in order to 
attain its objective must have population 
increase in the millions. Its present 11 
million people cannot do it all. It must 
have home markets, instead of having to 
rely on export markets which are invariab¬ 
ly governed by equable exchange of goods. 
That is, no nation is going to buy from 
Canada if it cannot also sell to Canada. 
More people make home markets and do 
away with the need for export markets to 
a great extent. 

However, the fact that the railways of 
Canada must play a most important part 
in this new planning for Canada’s future 
is a matter which has been greatly over¬ 
looked, especially by the authorities direct¬ 
ing the railway business of Canada. These 
men seem to consider that a railway should 
follow population instead of acting as the 
bringer in of population. In the early days 
railway development made development of 
the west possible. Had it not been for the 
building of the first transcontinental across 
Canada, the west would still be in the 
“Indian” stage. The United States is an 
excellent example of what railways meant 
to development in its early days of ac¬ 
quiring population. In a 100 years it has 
acquired some 145 million people occupying 
an area less than that of the Dominion of 
Canada. It has not only drawn population 
from all parts of the world but has also, 
and still is, drawing the cream of Canada’s 
population to its centres. 


Competition is the life line of a railway. 
Competition is the source of all develop¬ 
ment. There is no railway competition in 
Canada today, outside of the lines which 
have to meet American competition in the 
East. The railways having established two 
lines between Halifax and Vancouver with 
a few branch lines covering almost the 
same territories now say, “Yes, we will 
build more lines when there is population 
to carry the venture.” That is they insist 
on having population use the old oxcart 
method of settling before they will venture 
on new extensions. 

At the present time these railways are 
seeking an increase of 30 per cent in freight 
rates. This increase is to be extracted 
from the present population of Canada, 
mostly from western sections, and what 
this increase, if granted, will do to the 
economy of the west must make Cana¬ 
dians shudder with anxiety. Instead of 
making large plans for Canada’s future— 
these railways seemed determined to be 
content with little plans. 

Branch lines, say the railways are not 
profitable. Therefore there can be no 
branch lines. One in particular affects Ed¬ 
monton and the north. Under the North¬ 
ern Alberta Railway lease act, this line was 
to be extended to the northern boundary of 
Alberta by the year 1935. It is now 1947 
and there has been no extension as agreed 
upon. There are many other instances 
where the railway authorities have claim¬ 
ed that until there is population ahead 
they cannot extend. 

Freight rate increases cannot answer the 
question—active rail development can. 


Boss (after dinner): “And now, my dear, 
how about a little demi tasse? 

Blonde: “I knew it. You weren’t treat¬ 
ing me like this for nothing.” 


Look out for the friendly gal 
Who loves her beer and rye, 

You may not know it, pal 

But she’ll make you buy and buy. 


Bankruptcy is the art of putting your 
money in your hip pocket and allowing the 
creditors to take your coat. 


The absent minded office manager pull¬ 
ed the typewriter down on his knees and 
began to unfasten the ribbon . . , 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND CLAIMANTS 

In the Estate of WALTER PATTERSON* late of 
Yellowknife in the District of McKenzie, North 
West Territories of Canada, deceased. 

NOTICE is hereby given that all persons having 
claims upon the estate of the above named Walter 
Patterson, who died on the 2 5tih day of August, 


YELLOWKNIFE 

HOTEL 

VIC. INGRAHAM, Manager 

YELLOWKNIFE N.W.T. 


A.D. 1946, are required to file with the undersigned 
Administrator by the thirty-first day of August, 
A.D. 1947, a full statement duly verified by statutory 
declaration, of their claims and of any securities 
held by them, and that after that date the Adminis¬ 
trator will distribute the assets of the deceased 
among the parties entitled thereto, having regard 
only to the claims of which notice has been so filed 
or which have been brought to his knowledge. 

Dated this 20th day of May, A.D. 1947. 

H. MILTON MARTIN, 
Administrator of the Estate of 
Walter Patterson, deceased. 
721 Tegler Building, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


We are Engineers EXTRAORDINARY 

When it Comes to Restoring Wear in 
POWER PLANTS and INDUSTRIAL 
MACHINERY 

Crankshafts, Shafting, Hydro and Steam 
Turbine Shafts, Armatures, Pistons, Pumps, 
Impellers Packing Glands, Ets. 

Press Fit Restored to Flywheels, Sleeves, 
Pulleys and Bearng Races, Etc. 

KIRK'S Metallizing Works 

11716 Fort Trail Edmonton, Alta. 

“Metallizing”—Means Buildup without 
Distortion 


AWNINGS and VENETIAN BLINDS 

See 

North West Tent & Awning Co. 

9921 Jasper Ave. Edmonton, Alta. 


RADIO REPAIRS 

Special Service Given to Orders 
for Repairs or Radio Supplies 
from Those in the North. 


Comfort without Extravagance 
In Edmonton . . . 

THE RITZ HOTEL 

97th Street—Rooms $1.00 Per Day 

THE CASTLE HOTEL 

1 02nd Street—Rooms 75c Per Day 
GEORGE W. McLEAN, Prop. 


RADIO INDUSTRIES 

10025 - 100a Street 

EDMONTON ALBERTA 


LOCKERBIE & HOLE LIMITED 

SANITARY AND HEATING 
ENGINEERS 

Phone 21768 

1 071 8 - 1 01 st Street Edmonton, Alta. 


Specialists in Two 


Radio 


With full appreciation of the problems encountered by those living and doing 
business down north, we are now custom building two-way radio equipment to 
your requirements, whether it be portable transceivers or fixed ground stations. 
Drop us a line outlining the specific problem you may have where two-way 
communications could be the solution. Maybe we can help you out. 

AVIATION RADIO LTD. 


Associated Airways Hangar-Municipal Airport 

Downtown Inquiries at: 10025 - 100a Street 


Phone 82514 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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Northern Mail Service 

Daily except Sunday. 

Leave Edmonton, Alta., 4:00 p.m. 
Arrive Grande Prairie, Alta., 5:45 p.m. 
Arrive Fort St. John, B.C., 5:50 p.m. 
Arrive Fort Nelson, B.C., 7:55 p.m. 
Arrive Watson Lake, Y.T., 8:55 p.m. 
Arrive White Horse, Y.T., 10:50 p.m. 
Arrive Fairbanks, Alaska(l) 1:50 a.m.* 
Arrive Prince George, B.C., 7:20 p.m. 
Arrive Quesnel, B.C., 8:05 p.m. 

(1) Arrives day after departure. 

(*) Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
only. 

Mails are also carried by air to and from 
the following points in the Edmonton 
Postal District. 

Aklavik, N.W.T. 

Arctic Re d River, N.W.T. 

Camsell Portage, Sask. 

Carcajou, Alberta. 

Coppermine, N.W.T. 

Embarras Portage, Alberta. 

Fond du Lac, Saskatchewan. 

Fort Chipeweyan, Alberta. 

Fort Fitzgerald, Alberta. 

Fort Good Hope, N.W.T. 

Fort Liard, N.W.T. 

Fort McMurray, Alberta. 

Fort McPherson, N.W.T. 

Fort Norman, N.W.T. 

Fort Providence, N.W.T. 

Fort Resolution, N.W.T. 

Fort Simpson, N.W.T. 

Fort Smith, N.W.T. 

Fort Vermilion, Alberta. 

Hay River, N.W.T. 

Keg River, Alberta. 

Nelson Forks, B.C. 

Norman Wells, N.W.T. 

North Vermilion, Alberta. 

Port Radium, N.W.T. 

Rae, N.W.T. 

Stony Rapids, Saskatchewan. 

Waterways, Alberta. 

Wrigley, N.W.T. 

Yellowknife, N.W.T. 


He was in court charged with theft. His 
lawyer claimed that in using his right arm 
to remove the articles, his client was not 
responsible. The judge smiled and said. 
“In that case, I sentence his right arm to 
three months in jail. He can go with it or 
not as he pleases.” 

The client unscrewed his cork arm, laid 
it on the table and walked out. 


They were gliding along smoothly in the 
car. It was a lovely night. Suddenly she 
exclaimed: “John, can you drive with one 
hand?” 

“You bet,” replied John. 

Then she said, “You had better wipe your 
nose—it’s running.” . . . and the moon 
still shone on high . . . 


Politics: The art of extracting money 
from the rich and votes from the poor on 
the pretext of protecting the one from the 
other. 


When Jones’ little girl was bom, 
She set their hearts a-flutter, 
They named her Oleomargarine, 
For they hadn’t any but her . . . 


A kindly clergyman as he pinched a 
little boy’s knee asked, “Who has nice 
chubby pink knees?” 

“Betty Grable,” replied the little boy. 


CUSTOM TANNERS of HIDES and FUR 

Horse and Cow Hides Tanned and 
Lined—Bear and other Game Hides 
Tanned to Your Satisfaction. 

EDMONTON TANNERY 

11 0a Avenue Edmonton, Alberto 


ALBERT S. WOLFE 

TAXIDERMIST 

Game Heads Mounted 
Wolf, Bear and Fine Furs Tanned and 
Made into Rugs. 

We Buy Bear Skins. 

Write for Illustrated Folder. 

9601 - 100th Street 
EDMONTON ALBERTA 


Norwood Foundry 

• 

Manufacturers of 
IRON - BRASS - ALUMINUM 

CASTINGS 

• 

9111 - 111th Avenue 
EDMONTON ALBERTA 
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EDMONTON - CALGARY - LETHBRIDGE 



Now You Can Buy World's Most Modern Diesel Power 

G.M.C. 2-CYCLE DIESEL UNITS 

43 to 600 H.P. for Marine and Industrial Use 
























